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private expositions'of Scripture; we certainly may well admire their intrepidity, whatever we may think of their modesty : for, in truth, hy such a plan, while they call upon us to despise the sentiments of Christian antiquity, s.o far as we can learn them upon distinct historical testimony, they expect us to receive, without hesitation, and as undoubted verities, their oivn more modern upstart speculations upon the sense of GOD'S holy Word; that is to say, the evidence of the early Fathers, and the herme-neutic decisions of the primitive Church, we may laudably and profitably contemn, but themselves we must receive (for they themselves are content to receive themselves) as well "nigh certain and infallible expositors of Scripture."
FEASTS, FESTIVALS, or HOLY-DAYS. Among the earliest means adopted by the holy Church, for the purpose of impressing on the minds of her children the mysterious facts of the Gospel history, was the appointment of a train of anniversaries and holy days with appropriate services, commemorative of all the prominent transactions of the REDEEMER'S life and death, and of the labours and virtues of the blessed Apostles and Evangelists. These institutions, so replete with hallowed associations, have descended to our own day, and the observance of them is commended by the assent of every discerning and unprejudiced mind, is sustained by the very constitution of our nature, which loves to preserve the annual memory of important events, and is in the highest degree reasonable, delightful, profitable, and devout.
There is something truly admirable in the order and , succession of these holy-days. The Church begins her ecclesiastical year with the Sundays in Advent, to remind us of the coming of CHRIST in the flesh. After these, we are brought to contemplate the mystery of the Incarnation; and so, step by step, we follow the Church through all the events of our SAVIOUR'S pilgrimage, to His Ascension into heaven. In all this, the grand object is, to keep CHRIST perpetually before us, to make HIM and His doctrine the chief object in all our varied services. Every Sunday has its peculiar character, and has reference to some act or scene in the life of our